JOHN   EVELYN
Scribbled on the title-page of the Dove Almanack of
1636 are the following two sentences:
"This year the pestilence was at London and at
many other places more. This was a very dry year."
In the Memoirs this is transcribed:
"This year being extremely dry the pestilence much
increased in London and divers parts of England."
In a Langley Almanack of 1637 there are notes
made in seven out of the twelve months. A large part
of them is so heavily scored out as to be illegible,
though occasional lines are left or re-written. Com-
paring these brief notes, which concern his leaving
the Free School at Lewes, his matriculation, his
being entered with his brother George at the Middle
Temple, his receiving the Holy Communion, etc.,
with the entries in the Memoirs, it can be seen that
the reviser was responsible for a great deal more of
what is printed in the Memoirs than the original
diarist.
The fullest possible edition is now in course of
careful preparation.* But some idea of it can be
gathered from the full text given in the Abinger
Monthly Record in July, 1889, and the following
months, which was "Corrected by kind permission of
Mr. Evelyn from the original Manuscript at Wotton."
It comprises the last few years of his Diary from
October 4th, 1699.
*See the Oxford Companion to English Literature.
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